2/2     CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER11

to me, that three or four hands at least have been joined at
times in that worthy composition; but the outlines as well
as the finishing, seem to have been always the work of the
same pen, as it is visible from half a score beauties of style
inseparable from it. But who these Meddlers are, or where
the judicious leaders have picked them up, I shall never go
about to conjecture : factious rancour, false wit, abandoned
scurrility, impudent falsehood, and servile pedantry, having
so many fathers, and so few to own them, that curiosity
herself would not be at the pains to guess. It is the first
time I ever did myself the honour to mention that admirable
paper: nor could I imagine any occasion likely to happen,
that would make it necessary for me to engage with such an
adversary. This paper is weekly published, and as appears
by the number, has been so for several months, and is next
to the "Observator,"1 allowed to be the best production of
the party. Last week my printer brought me that of May 7,
Numb. 32. where there are two paragraphs * relating to the

1                                      See No. 16, ante, and note p. 85.   [T. S.]

2                                  The two paragraphs appeared in No. 32 of "The Medley,Jiand
the writer introduces them by a reference to " praise and censure,
which I choose out of all the rest, because it only concerns the * Ex-
aminer ' to be well instructed in them, he having no other business but
to flatter the new ministry], and abuse the old."   The first paragraph
runs:

<e In the first place, whenever any body would praise another, all he
can say will have no weight or effect, if it be not true or probable. If
therefore, for example, my friend should take it into his head to com-
mend a man, for having been an instrument of great good to a nation^
when in truth that very person had brought that same nation under
great difficulties, to say no moie; such ill-chosen flattery would be of
no use or moment, nor add the least credit to the person so com-
mended. Or if he should take that occasion to revive any false and
groundless calumny upon other men, or another party of men ; such an
instance of impotent but inveterate malice, would make him still appear
more vile and contemptible. The reason of all which is, that what he
said was neither just, proper, nor real, and therefore must needs want
the force of true eloquence, which consists in nothing else but in well
representing things as they really are. I advise therefore my fiiend,
before he praises any more of his heroes, to learn the common rules of
writing; and particularly to read over and over a certain chapter in
Aristotle's first book of Rhetoric, where are given very proper and
necessary directions, for praising a man who has done nothing that he
ought to be praised for"

There is no reference here to the Speaker.   The reference is to the